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(ctober 29, 2008

Dr. Charles B. Reed, Chancellor
Califarnia State University

401 Ciolden Share

L.ong Beach, CA 90802

Dear Chancellor Reed:

It has reecntly been brought to my attention that the contract betwecn Califomia Statc University (CSU)
and the Academic Student Vimplayees (ASEs) represented by the United Auto Workers (UAW) Local
4123 oxpircs on October 31, 2008. It is my understanding that including u fec waiver bencfit is one of
the few issucs remaining that stands in the way of approving a n¢w contract and that negotiations are
postponced until bargaining sgreemunts with ather CSU employee unions have been resolved. ) strongly
urge you to give prompt atiention to this matter and negotiate 4 new contract that includes a fee waiver
bonclit fur ASTx,

ASLs providc much of the vritical face-to-face education that makes CSU such a great University
system. Despite their valuable eontribution to the mission of the University, ASE’ ook a 7% wage cut
when fecs increased (his year. Without a fee waiver, the average ASE earns u mere $1.80 an hour, alicr
paying student fecs. Wage cuts force academic studemt employees to take on second or third jobs. drop
classes and even drup out of school if they ean’t make ¢nds mect. This has a devastaling impact un
access lo and the overall quality of cducation at thc CSU, especially as these fee incroascs
disproportionalcly affeet student empluyees from underrepresented student groups and the students they
serve.

] wrust you will give scrious consideration (o adopiing a fairly negotiated student fee waiver as part of the
ASTUAW Local 4123 contruct, Thank you for your prompt attentions to this matier.

Sincercly,

(i Ao

ANTHONY J. PORTANTINO

Assemblymember, 44" District
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